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SUBJECT: EDA TO LEAVE JSP? 

REF: TOKYO 2144 

SUMMARY: RUMORS HAVE IT THAT JAPAN SOCIALIST PARTY RIGHT 
WING LEADER EDA WILL LEAVE PARTY BECAUSE OF ANTAGONISM 
TOWARD EXTREME LEFT WING THAT DOMINATED RECENT CONVENTION 
(REFTEL) AS WELL AS TOWARD PARTY LEADERSHIP. ALTHOUGH 
THERE IS SOME TALK OF EDA'S FORMING GROUP TO RUN IN JULY 
UPPER HOUSE ELECTION, AND CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION IN MEDIA 
THAT HE WILL DECIDED IN NEXT FEW DAYS TO ANNOUNCE INDEPENDENT 
CANDIDACY, FENCE-SITTING IN END MAY PROVE IRRESISTABLE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . FOR TWO WEEKS TOKYO PRESS AND POLITICAL CIRCLES HAVE 
BEEN FULL OF REPORTS OF IMMINENT BOLTING OF SABURO EDA 
FROM JSP. EDA, 69, IS FORMER PARTY VICE CHAIRMAN AND 
LEADER OF JSP RIGHT WING WITH 25-MAN FACTION. EDA LOST 
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HIS LOWER HOUSE SEAT IN DECEMBER ELECTION AND, AT JSP'S 
FEBRUARY CONVENTION (REFTEL), WAS SEVERELY CRITICIZED 
BY SOCIALISM ASSOCIATION, PARTY'S DOMINANT, ULTRA-LEFT 
WING, FOR HIS EXTRA-PARTY ACTIVITIES IN "SOCIETY TO THINK 
ABOUT A NEW JAPAN,” CROSS-PARTY GROUPING OF MODERATES. 

SOCIALISM ASSOCIATION ALSO PREVENTED EDA'S PROPOSAL THAT 
JSP AIM AT REPLACING LDP WITH CENTER-LEFT COALITION OF 
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JSP, DSP AND CGP (BUT NOT JCP) FROM BEING CONSIDERED BY 
CONVENTION'S POLICY COMMITTEE. THESE REBUFFS WERE SAID 
TO HAVE SET EDA AGAINST BOTH ASSOCIATION AND PARTY 
LEADERSHIP. 

2. RUMORS OF EDA'S DEFECTION FROM PARTY HAVE SUGGESTED 
THREE POSSIBILITIES: THAT EDA WOULD LEAVE PARTY WITH 
SEVERAL OF HIS FOLLOWERS TO FORM "NEW SOCIALIST CLUB” AND 
RUN CANDIDATES IN JULY UPPER HOUSE ELECTION; THAT EDA 
WOULD ACCEPT NOMINATION BY "SOCIETY TO THINK ABOUT A 
NEW JAPAN” TO RUN WITH ABOUT TEN OTHER SOCIETY CANDIDATES; 
AND THAT EDA WOULD LEAVE JSP ALONE (OR WITH TWO OR 
THREE FOLLOWERS) AND RUN IN ELECTION AS INDEPENDENT IN 
NATIONAL CONSTITUENCY. SECOND POSSIBILITY APPEARED 
PLAUSIBLE WHEN SHIGEYOSHI MATSUMAE, WEALTHY RECTOR OF 
TOKAI UNIVERSITY AND PRESIDENT OF SOCIETY, REPORTEDLY 
BEGAN TO ARRANGE BACKING FOR EDA AND POSSIBLE SOCIETY 
SLATE WITH HIS UNION FRIENDS, NOTABLY IN DENKI ROREN 
(ELECTRICAL WORKERS). NOTION RECEIVED SHARP SETBACK, 
HOWEVER, WHEN JSP NAMED MATSUMAE'S SON, TATSURO, AS 
NATIONAL CONSTITUENCY CANDIDATE. WITH MATSUMAE'S SUPPORT 
UNDERSTANDABLY GOING TO SON, VERY LITTLE WAS LEFT OVER 
FOR SLATE OF SOCIETY CANDIDATES, AND SOCIETY ABANDONED 
IDEA OF ITS OWN SLATE. 

3. POSSIBILITY THAT EDA WOULD TAKE LARGE NUMBER OF HIS 
FACTION MEMBERS WITH HIM ALSO BEING DISCOUNTED SINCE 
MOST CANDIDATES SEPARATED FROM THEIR JSP-ORIENTED 
SUPPORT GROUPS, WOULD BE RISKING POLITICAL FUTURES. A 
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FEW FACTION MEMBERS (PROBABLY TWO OR THREE) ARE CONSIDERED 
BOTH SUFFICIENTLY LOYAL TO EDA AND STRONG ENOUGH TO 
SURVIVE POLITICALLY ON THEIR OWN, HOWEVER, TO CONSIDER 
SERIOUSLY LEAVING PARTY WITH EDA. AS INDEPENDENT CAN- 
DIDATE IN NATIONAL CONSTITUENCY, EDA WOULD HAVE CHANCE 
OF WINNING AND ALSO OF DRAWING VOTES AWAY FROM OTHER 
JSP NATIONAL CONSTITUENCY CANDIDATES. 

4. TO COUNTER POTENTIAL EDA THREAT BOTH TO JSP'S PRE- 
ELECTION IMAGE AND ITS ELECTORAL CHANCES, JSP CENTRAL 
EXECUTIV COMMITTEE AGREED IN MARCH 9 MEETING TO ASK 
CHAIRMAN NARITA TO ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE EDA TO STAY IN 
PARTY. NARITA AUTHORIZED TO PROMISE EDA THAT HIS 
PROPOSALS FOR COALITION WITH MODERATE OPPOSITION PARTIES 
WOULD BE "CONSIDERED'" BY POLICY COUNCIL. NARITA-EDA 
TALKS HELD MARCH 16 ENDED INCONCLUSIVELY. THEY WILL 

BE FOLLOWED DIRECTLY BY TALKS BETWEEN EDA AND MOTOFUMI 
MAKIEDA, CHAIRMAN OF SOHYO, JAPAN'S LARGE, LEFT-LEANING 
LABOR FEDERATION, WHICH IS PRINCIPAL SUPPORT BASE FOR JSP. 
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5. COMMENT. EDA IS REPORTED TO BE SO ANGERED BY WHAT 
HE CONSIDERS DELIBERATE ILL TREATMENT BY SOCIALISM 
ASSOCIATION AND JSP LEADERSHIP THAT IT MAY WELL BE 
IMPOSSIBLE TO PERSUADE HIM TO STAY IN JSP. WHETHER EDA 
WILL DECIDE TO CROSS RUBICON AND BECOME INDEPENDENT 
UPPER HOUSE CANDIDATE WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT FROM 
MATSUMAE AND OTHERS, HOWEVER, REMAINS TO BE SEEN. EDA 
IS WELL KNOWN FOR SITTING ON FENCE, POSTURE HE MAY BY NOW 
HAVE FOUND COMFORTABLE. EDA HIMSELF, HAS THUS FAR REMAINED 
SILENT. THERE IS, NEVERTHELESS, CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION 
IN MEDIA THAT HE WILL DECIDE IN NEXT FEW DAYS TO ANNOUNCE 
INDEPENDENT CANDIDACY, BUT FENCE-SITTING MAY IN END 
PROVE IRRESTIBLE. 

BUTTON 
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